State by State
Sealing and/or Stamping Requirements for Engineers and Land Surveyors*
In many states the term “Responsible charge” is used. One state defines it as the control and direction of the investigation, studies, design, construction or operation of engineering work…requiring initiative, professional skill and independent judgment. Some states require that the professional in responsible charge seal the documents not necessarily the person who prepared them. 
Alabama

Upon approval of licensure by the Board, licensees will be advised that they should secure an official seal which shall be applied to all drawings, specifications, reports and other engineering or land surveying documents prepared by or under the direct control and personal supervision of the licensees. The seal, signature, and date of signature on a document signify that the document was prepared by the licensee or under his or her direct control and personal supervision, or that the licensee has reviewed the document in sufficient depth to fully coordinate and assume responsibility for documents prepared by another licensed professional engineer or licensed professional land surveyor.  Alabama Administrative Code 330X11.02 and 03 
Alaska
An engineer or land surveyor may seal only final drawings, surveys, reports, and required construction documents for which the registrant is qualified to seal and for which the registrant claims responsibility. If portions of drawings, documents, or other professional work are prepared by other registered professionals, a registrant may seal only that portion of the work for which the registrant has direct professional knowledge and direct supervisory control. Alaska Administrative Code 12 36.185 
Arizona

Plans, specifications, plats or reports prepared by an engineering or land surveying registrant or a registrant's bona fide employee shall be issued under the registrant's seal if the board requires the registrant to use a seal. seal shall bear the name of the registrant and shall state the profession in which the registrant is permitted to practice and, in the case of engineering, the branch or branches of engineering in which the registrant has demonstrated proficiency. If the board requires a registrant to use a seal, the registrant is responsible for all documents that the registrant signs, stamps or seals, including those documents prepared by the registrant's bona fide employee. Arizona Revised Statutes 32-125  
Arkansas

 All final drawings, specifications, plans, reports, calculations, or other engineering papers or documents involving the practice of engineering, as defined in this chapter, when issued or filed for public record, shall be dated and bear the signature and seal of the professional engineer qualified in the appropriate branch of engineering who prepared them or under whose immediate direction they were prepared. Arkansas Code Annotated 17-30-303. A land surveyor shall affix his or her signature and the seal upon all maps, plats, surveys, or other documents before the delivery thereof to any client or before offering to file a record of any such map, plat, survey, or other document in the office of the recorder of deeds of any county or with any proper public authority It is unlawful for the recorder of deeds of any county or any proper public authority to file or record any map, plat, survey, or other document within the definition of land surveying that does not have impressed thereon and affixed thereto the personal signature and seal of a licensed professional surveyor by whom the map, plat, survey, or other document was prepared. Arkansas Code Annotated 17-48-105  
California

All final maps, plats, reports, descriptions, or other documents issued by a licensed land surveyor or civil engineer authorized to practice land surveying shall bear the signature and seal or stamp of the licensee, the date of signing and sealing or stamping, and the expiration date of the license. California Business and Professional Code §8761 It is unlawful for anyone other than a professional engineer licensed under this chapter to stamp or seal any plans, specifications, plats, reports, or other documents with the seal or stamp of a professional engineer. All civil (including structural and geotechnical) engineering plans, calculations, specifications, and reports (hereinafter referred to as "documents") shall be prepared by, or under the responsible charge of, a registered civil engineer and shall include his or her name and license number. A registered civil engineer who signs civil engineering documents shall not be responsible for damage caused by subsequent changes to or uses of those documents, if the subsequent changes or uses, including changes or uses made by state or local governmental agencies, are not authorized or approved by the registered engineer who originally signed the documents. California Business and Professional Code §§ 6732, 6735
Colorado

Professional engineers and land surveyors. A seal must be applied to wither the final reproducible or final reproduction of all of the following. Each sheet of engineering drawings. The cover, title page, and table of contents of specifications bound in book form. The title page of details bound in book form and prepared specifically to supplement project drawings. Code of Colorado Regulations 5.1. The seal and signature shall be used by an engineer only when the work being stamped was under the engineer's responsible charge. Colorado Revised Statutes 12-25-117. All documents, plats, and reports resulting from the practice of land surveying shall be identified with and bear the seal or facsimile and signature of the land surveyor in responsible charge. The seal and signature shall be used by a professional land surveyor only when the work being stamped was under such professional land surveyor's responsible charge. Colorado Revised Statutes 12-25-217
Connecticut
Each agency, department, board or commission of the state or political subdivision of the state shall accept, subject to review for conformance with all approved policies and standards, any final drawings, specifications, plots, reports, papers or documents relative to the practice of a licensed professional engineer or land surveyor when sealed and submitted on behalf of an employer by a licensed professional engineer or licensed land surveyor. General Statutes of Connecticut Title 20 Chapter 391 §304
Delaware
All final drawings, specifications and documents involving the practice of engineering as defined in this chapter when issued or filed for public record shall be dated and bear the signature and seal of the licensee or licensees who prepared or approved them. Authority in this area is also given to the Council of Delaware Association of Professional Engineers. Delaware Code 24-2830.  Every land surveyor licensed in this State shall have a seal of a design authorized by the Board by regulation and which bears the professional land surveyor's name. All technical submissions prepared by such land surveyor, or under that land surveyor's direct supervision, shall be stamped with the impression of the professional land surveyor's seal. No professional land surveyor shall impress that land surveyor's seal on any technical submission unless it has been prepared under that land surveyor's direct supervision. Neither this State, nor any of its political subdivisions, such as counties, incorporated cities and towns, or other political entities or legally constituted boards, commissions, or authorities, or officials, or employees thereof, shall permit the commencement or continuance of any public work involving land surveying unless the field surveying shall be directly supervised by, and all drawings and documents as a result thereof, shall be prepared or certified by, a professional land surveyor licensed under this chapter, or a person authorized under Chapter 28 of this title to practice professional engineering in this State. Delaware Code 24-2719-20
District of Columbia
Engineers must place their seal on all plans, specifications, and reports when they are responsible for the accuracy. They may not affix their seal for any plans, specifications or drawings for which they do not assume full responsibility. D.C. Code Annotated 2-2311. The seal and signature of the professional engineer or surveyor licensee shall be placed on all final engineering specifications, reports, drawings, plans, and calculations or land surveys, reports, plats, drawings whenever presented to a client or any public agency to certify that the work was done by the licensee or under control of the licensee. Working drawings or documents that are unfinished, in progress or other documents may or may not have a seal and signature. A working drawing must contain a statement to the effect “Preliminary, not for construction, recording purposes or implementation”. D.C. Register 1516.3 and 5. 
Florida
All final drawings, specifications, plans, reports, or documents involving practices licensed under this chapter which are prepared or approved for the use of the business organization or for public record within the state shall be dated and shall bear the signature and seal of the engineering licensee who prepared or approved them. No licensee shall affix or permit to be affixed his or her seal, name, or digital signature to any plan, specification, drawing, final bid document, or other document that depicts work which he or she is not licensed to perform or which is beyond his or her profession or specialty therein. Florida Statutes Title XXXII, 471.023 and 025. All final drawings, plans, specifications, plats, or reports prepared or issued by the surveyor registrant in accordance with minimum technical standards set by the board shall be signed by the registrant, dated, and stamped with his or her seal. Florida Statutes Title XXXII 472.025  
Georgia
No plans, specifications, plats, or reports shall be stamped with the seal of a registrant unless such registrant has personally performed the engineering or land surveying work involved or, when the registrant has not personally performed the engineering or land surveying work reflected in any plan, specification, plat, or report, such registrant has affixed his or her seal thereto only if such document has been prepared by an employee or employees under the registrant's direct supervisory control on a daily basis and after the registrant has thoroughly reviewed the work embodied in such document and has satisfied himself or herself completely that such work is adequate. No registrant shall affix his seal to any plan, specification, plat, or report unless he has assumed the responsibility for the accuracy and adequacy of the work involved. O.C.G.A. 43-15-22
 Hawaii
   All plans, specifications, maps, and reports prepared by or under the supervision of a licensed engineer, architect, surveyor, or landscape architect shall be stamped with such seal or stamp when filed with public officials. No official of the State nor of any political subdivision thereof, charged with the enforcement of laws or ordinances relating to the construction or alteration of buildings or structures, shall accept or approve any plans or specifications that are not stamped with the seal of a licensed architect or with the seal of a licensed engineer who has qualified in the structural engineering branch, unless the building or structure, for which the plans or specifications are submitted is exempted from this chapter, and no map or survey shall be filed in the land court unless stamped with the seal of a licensed land surveyor. Hawaii Revised Statutes 464-11
Idaho
 The seal, signature of the engineer or land surveyor and date shall be placed on all final specifications, land surveys, reports, plats, drawings, plans, design information and calculations, whenever presented to a client or any public or governmental agency. The application of the licensee’s seal and signature and the date shall constitute certification that the work thereon was done by him or under his responsible charge. Any such document presented to a client or public or governmental agency that is not final and does not contain a seal, signature and date shall be clearly marked as "draft," "not for construction" or with similar words to distinguish the document from a final document. Idaho Code 54-1215
Illinois

 The use of a professional engineer's seal on technical submissions constitutes a representation by the professional engineer that the work has been prepared by or under the personal supervision of the professional engineer or developed in conjunction with the use of accepted engineering standards. The use of the seal further represents that the work has been prepared and administered in accordance with the standards of reasonable professional skill and diligence. 225 ILCS 325/14 
The licensed structural engineer shall seal all plans, drawings, and specifications prepared by or under the engineer's supervision.  A licensed structural engineer may seal documents not produced by the licensed structural engineer when the documents have either been produced by others working under the licensed structural engineer's personal supervision and control or when the licensed structural engineer has sufficiently reviewed the documents to ensure that they have met the standards of reasonable professional skill and diligence. 225 ILCS 340/12
A Professional Land Surveyor shall seal all documents prepared by or under the direct supervision and control of the Professional Land Surveyor. Direct supervision and control" means the personal review by a Licensed Professional Land Surveyor of each survey, including, but not limited to, procurement, research, field work, calculations, preparation of legal descriptions and plats. The personal review shall be of such a nature as to assure the client that the Professional Land Surveyor or the firm for which the Professional Land Surveyor is employed is the provider of the surveying services. 225 ILCS 330/3 and 15 
Indiana

The registrant is authorized to apply the registrant's seal to plans, specifications, studies, drawings, and reports. Applying the registrant's seal attests that:
        (1) the work embodies the engineering work of the registrant;
        (2) the registrant or an employed subordinate supervised by the registrant prepared the documents, and in the context of engineered plans "prepared" refers to the registrant's control and direction of the engineering work and design process;
        (3) the registrant assumes full professional responsibility for the documents; and
        (4) the work meets standards of acceptable engineering practice.

Indiana Code 25-31-1-16 
Collection of field data, note reduction, computation, office analysis, and preparation of certificates and reports for a land survey, plan, specification, plat, drawing, or report sealed by a land surveyor must be performed by a land surveyor or an employee acting under the personal supervision and direction of the land surveyor. Indiana Code 25-21.5-9-1
Iowa

Each engineering or land surveying document submitted to a client or any public agency, hereinafter referred to as the official copy (or official copies), shall contain a certification block on the first page or attached cover sheet for application of a seal by the licensee in responsible charge and a certification block for application of a seal by each professional consultant contributing to the submission. In lieu of each contributing professional consultant providing a certification block on the front page or attached cover sheet for application of a seal, a table shall be provided that identifies the contributing professionals and where their respective certification blocks can be found within the document. The seal and original signature shall be applied only to a final submission. Any non-final submission of an engineering or land surveying document to a client or public agency shall be clearly labeled “preliminary” or “draft.” Iowa Administrative Code 193C-6.1 
Kansas

Each original drawing, document, technical report, legal description, record, and paper prepared by or under the direct supervision of the engineer or surveyor licensee in the licensee’s professional capacity shall be stamped with the licensee’s seal, unless the project is exempt from the requirements for licensure pursuant to K.S.A. 74-7031. Each licensee shall endeavor to take all practical measures to ensure that drawings and specifications are not utilized for projects that are not contemplated at the time of the completion of the drawings and specifications. Each licensee shall endeavor to ensure that the drawings and specifications as instruments of service remain the property of the licensee, whether the project for which they are made is executed or not. Kansas Administrative Regulations 66-6-1 
Kentucky

The seal or stamp, signature, and the date shall be used to provide certification for all reports, specifications, drawings, and plans, if presented to a client or any public or governmental agency. Reproduction of original signatures shall be adequate to meet the requirements of this subsection. The seal or stamp and signature shall be used by engineering and surveying licensees only if the work being stamped was under the licensee's complete direction and control. A professional engineer shall check and have complete dominion and control of the design and engineering work of any engineer not licensed to practice in this state. Complete dominion and control shall include possession of the sealed and signed reproducible construction documents with all supporting design calculations, indicating all changes in the design. Kentucky Revised Statutes Annotated 322.340 
Louisiana

The application of the licensee's seal, signature, and date shall constitute certification that the work thereon was done by the engineer or surveyor licensee or under his/her responsible charge. Louisiana has an extensive list of what is considered under responsible charge. Plans, specifications, drawings, reports or other documents will be deemed to have been prepared under the responsible charge of a licensee only when:

(a). the client or any public or governmental agency requesting preparation of such plans, specifications, drawings, reports or other documents makes the request directly to the licensee or the licensee's employee as long as the employee works in the licensee's place(s) of business;

(b). the licensee supervises the initial preparation of the plans, specifications, drawings, reports or other documents and has continued input into their preparation prior to their completion;

(c). the licensee reviews the final plans, specifications, drawings, reports or other documents; and

(d). the licensee has the authority to, and does make any necessary and appropriate changes to the final plans, specifications, drawings, reports or other documents; More details can be found at Louisiana Administrative Code, Title 46, Chapter 27, § 2701
Maine

A seal shall be applied, signed and dated in the following cases: 

A. On all plans or documents formally filed or offered for filing with any public body or agency; 

B. On all plans, specifications, and reports prepared by or under the direction of the responsible licensed engineer; and 

C. On all plans, specifications, and documents formally submitted to contractors for bids or estimates, when released for construction. 

Seals need not be affixed on any engineering plans, specifications, and reports which are prepared and properly identified as preliminary or working drawings submitted for review purposes. Any licensed engineer may apply a seal on any plans or documents, provided such plans or documents are prepared or reviewed personally or under the supervision of that licensed engineer and the licensed engineer takes full responsibility for them, whether adequate compensation is received or not. Preliminary plans must clearly indicate that they are not final. Maine Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers Rules Chapter 2 Section 11
Maryland

Before a professional engineer issues to a client or submits to a public authority any plan, specification, or report, the professional engineer who prepared or approved the document shall endorse on the document the professional engineer's original signature and date of signature; and seal or a facsimile of the seal. Maryland Code 14.403 

 Massachusetts
The seal is to be used only by the registrant personally, and only on drawings and/or documents produced by the registrant personally or under the registrant's direct personal supervision. Each time the seal is used, the registrant shall (if not included on the seal) indicate the discipline in which registered, the date and affix the registrant's signature in a legible manner. The registrant shall add any suitable comments if not taking entire responsibility for all of the work on the drawing and/or documents. A new stamping is required to indicate there has been a change or a series of changes made on the drawing. Such comment might limit responsibility to electrical design, structural design, property boundaries, a specified portion of the document, or a specified change. 250 CMR 3.05(3) 
Michigan
A plan, specification, plat, or report issued by a licensee shall be sealed when filed with a public authority. If the overlapping of the professions of architecture and engineering is involved in a project, a licensed architect or licensed professional engineer who seals the plans, drawings, specifications, and reports may perform services in the field of the other practice if the services are incidental to the architectural or engineering project as a whole. A licensee shall not seal a plan, drawing, map, plat, report, specification, or other document not prepared by the licensee or under supervision of the licensee as the person in responsible charge. Michigan Compiled Laws 339.2008

Minnesota
The board shall have the power to revoke or suspend the license or certificate of any architect, engineer, land surveyor, landscape architect, geoscientist, or certified interior designer, who is found guilty by the board of any fraud or deceit in obtaining a license or certificate, or of attaching the licensee's or certificate holder's seal or signature to any plan, specification, report, plat, or other architectural, engineering, land surveying, landscape architectural, geoscientific, or interior design document not prepared by the person signing or sealing it or under that person's direct supervision. Minnesota Statutes 326.11 

Mississippi


The seal, signature and date on a document constitute a certification that the document was prepared by the licensee or under his direct supervision. Each sheet of plans, drawings, documents, specifications and reports for engineering practice and of maps, plats, charts shall be signed, sealed and dated by the licensee preparing them, prepared under his direct supervisory control, or reviewed by him in sufficient depth to fully coordinate and assume responsibility for documents prepared by another professional engineer. Each sheet of maps, plats, charts, documents, and reports for land surveying practice shall be signed, sealed, and dated by the licensee preparing them or prepared under his direct supervisory control. Where more than one sheet is bound together in one volume, the licensee who prepared such volume, or under whose direction and control such volume was prepared, may sign, seal and date only the title or index sheet, providing that the signed sheet clearly identifies all of the other sheets comprising the bound volume, and provided that any of the other sheets which were prepared by, or under the direction and control of, another licensee, be signed, and/or sealed and dated by said other licensee. Mississippi Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Surveyors, Rules and Regulations, 14.03 


Missouri
Each architect and each professional engineer and each professional land surveyor and each landscape architect shall have a personal seal in a form prescribed by the board, and he or she shall affix the seal to all final documents including, but not limited to, plans, specifications, estimates, plats, reports, surveys, proposals and other documents or instruments prepared by the licensee, or under such licensee's immediate personal supervision, and such licensee shall be held personally responsible for the contents of all such documents sealed by such licensee. Any architect, professional engineer, professional land surveyor, or landscape architect may, but is not required to, attach a statement over his or her signature, authenticated by his or her personal seal, specifying the particular plans, specifications, plats, reports, surveys or other documents or instruments, or portions thereof, intended to be authenticated by the seal, and disclaiming any responsibility for all other plans, specifications, estimates, reports, or other documents or instruments relating to or intended to be used for any part or parts of the architectural or engineering project or survey or landscape architectural project. Missouri Revised Statutes 327.411  
Montana

Plans, specifications, plats, drawings, reports, design information, and calculations prepared by a licensee must be signed with a written signature, dated, and stamped with the seal or a seal facsimile when issued. "Responsible charge" means direct charge and control and personal supervision either of engineering work or of land surveying. Only a professional engineer or a professional land surveyor may legally assume responsible charge under this chapter. Montana Code Annotated 37-67-101 and 314  
Nebraska

A professional engineer shall not affix his or her seal or signature to sketches, working drawings, specifications, or other documents developed by others not under his or her direct supervision, except that in the case of the portions of such technical submissions prepared under the direct supervision of another professional engineer employed by the first professional engineer or by his or her firm, he or she may sign and seal those portions of the technical submissions if the professional engineer has reviewed such portions and has coordinated their preparation or integrated them into his or her work. He or she may sign or seal those portions of the technical submissions that are not required by the Engineers and Architects Regulation Act to be prepared by or under the direct supervision of a professional engineer if the professional engineer has reviewed or adapted in whole or in part such submission and integrated them into his or her work. Nebraska Revised Statutes 81-3454  
Nevada
It is unlawful for a professional engineer to sign or stamp any plans, specifications or reports that were not prepared by him or for which he did not have responsible charge of the work.  It is unlawful for a professional land surveyor to sign or stamp any map, plat, report, description, grading and drainage plan or other document relating to land surveying which was not prepared by him or for which he did not have responsible charge of the work. “Responsible charge of work” means the independent control and direction, by the use of initiative, skill and independent judgment, of the investigation or design of professional engineering or land-surveying work or the supervision of such work. Nevada Revised Statutes 625.565 and 080  

New Hampshire

All papers or documents involving the practice of engineering under this subdivision, when issued or filed for public record, shall be dated and bear the signature and seal of the licensed professional engineer who prepared or had responsibility for and approved them. It shall be a class B misdemeanor for the licensee to stamp or seal any documents with such seal after the license of the licensee has expired or has been revoked, unless such license shall have been renewed or reissued. New Hampshire R.S.A. 310-A:18  
New Jersey
No department, institution, commission, board or body of the State Government, or any political subdivision thereof, being the depository or having the custody of any plan or specification involving professional engineering, shall receive or file any such plan or specification unless there is affixed thereto the seal of a professional engineer licensed pursuant to the  provisions of this chapter, or the seal of a registered architect thereon nor  receive or file any plan involving land surveying unless there is affixed thereto the seal of a land surveyor licensed pursuant to this chapter. New Jersey Statutes 45:8-45  

New Mexico
All plans, designs, drawings, specifications or reports that are involved in such practice, issued by or for the practice, shall bear the seal and signature of a professional engineer in responsible charge of and directly responsible for the work issued. In the case of practice through partnership, at least one of the partners shall be a professional engineer pursuant to the Engineering and Surveying Practice Act, and all plans, designs, drawings, specifications or reports that are involved in such practice, issued by or for the partnership, shall bear the seal and signature of the professional engineer in responsible charge of and directly responsible for such work when issued. In the case of practice through a joint stock association or corporation, services or work involving the practice of engineering may be offered through that joint stock association or corporation; provided the person in responsible charge of the activities of the joint stock association or corporation that constitute engineering practice is a professional engineer who has authority to bind such joint stock association or corporation by contract; and further provided that all plans, designs, drawings, specifications or reports that are involved in engineering practice, issued by or for such joint stock association or corporation, bear the seal and signature of a professional engineer in responsible charge of and directly responsible for the work when issued.   New Mexico Statutes Ann. 61-23-21
New York

1. All plans, specifications, plats and reports relating to the construction or alteration of buildings or structures prepared by such professional engineer and all plans, specifications, plats and reports prepared by such land surveyor or by a full-time or part-time subordinate under his supervision, shall be stamped with such seal and shall also be signed, on the original with the personal signature of such professional engineer or land surveyor when filed with public officials. No official of this state, or of any city, county, town or village therein, charged with the enforcement of laws, ordinances or regulations shall accept or approve any plans or specifications that are not stamped:

a. With the seal of an architect or professional engineer or land surveyor licensed in this state and bearing the authorized facsimile of the signature of such architect or professional engineer or land surveyor, or 

b. With the official seal and authorized facsimile of the signature of a professional engineer or land surveyor not a resident of this state and having no established business in this state, but who is legally qualified to practice as such in his own state or country, provided that such person may lawfully practice as such in this state, and provided further that the plans or specifications are accompanied by and have attached thereto written authorization issued by the department certifying to such right to practice at such time.  

2. To all plans, specifications, plats and reports to which the seal of a professional engineer or land surveyor has been applied, there shall also be applied a stamp with appropriate wording warning that it is a violation of this law for any person, unless he is acting under the direction of a licensed professional engineer or land surveyor, to alter an item in any way. If an item bearing the seal of an engineer or land surveyor is altered, the altering engineer or land surveyor shall affix to the item his seal and the notation "altered by" followed by his signature and the date of such alteration, and a specific description of the alteration. New York Education Law, Article 145 §7209
North Carolina
Final drawings, specifications, plans and reports prepared by a licensee shall, when issued, be certified and stamped with the seal or facsimile of the seal unless the licensee is exempt under the provisions of G.S. 89C‑25(7). N.C.G.S. 89C-16   
Standard design plans that were initially prepared and certified by an individual who is a licensed engineer in the state of origin of such plans (including North Carolina) may then be reviewed by a North Carolina Professional Engineer for code conformance, design adequacy, and site adaptation for the specific application within North Carolina.  The reviewing Professional Engineer who is licensed in North Carolina assumes responsibility for such standard designs.  Standard plans, which bear the seal of the original design engineer who is a licensed engineer in another state, or North Carolina, shall be sealed by the reviewing North Carolina Professional Engineer who is assuming responsibility.  In addition to the seal, a statement shall be included as follows:  "These plans have been properly examined by the undersigned.  I have determined that they comply with existing local North Carolina codes, and have been properly site adapted for use in this area." 21 NCAC 56.1106  
North Dakota

Final engineering drawings, specifications, maps, plats, reports, or other documents prepared by a person required to be registered under this chapter, when presented to a client, contractor, subconsultant, or any public agency, must be signed, dated, and stamped with the seal or facsimile of the seal. A working drawing or unfinished document must contain a statement to the effect the drawing or document is preliminary and not for construction, recording purposes, or implementation. North Dakota Century Code 43-19.1-21  
Ohio
Plans, specifications, plats, reports, and all other engineering or surveying work products issued by a registrant shall be stamped with the seal and be signed and dated by the registrant or bear a computer-generated seal and electronic signature and date, but no person shall stamp, seal, or sign any documents after the registration of the registrant named thereon has expired or the registration has been revoked or suspended, unless the registration has been renewed or reissued. Ohio Revised Statutes 4733.14  
Oklahoma

Cause for disciplinary action - Signing, affixing the professional engineer's or land surveyor's seal, or permitting the professional engineer's or land surveyor's seal or signature to be affixed to any specifications, reports, drawings, plans, design information, construction documents, calculations, other documents, or revisions thereof, which have not been prepared by, or under the direct control and personal supervision of the professional engineer or land surveyor in responsible charge. Oklahoma Statutes 59-475.18  

Oregon

Every final document including drawings, specifications, designs, reports, narratives, maps and plans issued by a registrant shall be stamped with the seal and signed by the registrant. The signature and stamp of a registrant constitute a certification that the document was prepared by the registrant or under the supervision and control of the registrant. Oregon Revised Statutes 672.020 and 025
Pennsylvania

 When a registrant issues final or complete documents to a client for the client’s records, or when a registrant submits final or complete documents to public or governmental agencies for final review, the seal and signature of the registrant who prepared or who directed and controlled the preparation of the documents, along with the date of issuance, shall be prominently displayed on the first page of all documents. Facsimile seals shall appear on all subsequent pages of plans or plats. When multiple registrants prepare or direct and control the preparation of documents, each registrant’s seal and signature shall appear on the first page of the documents, or on the first page of the identifiable portion or section of the documents which were prepared or directed and controlled by that registrant, if the respective registrants’ direction and control can be reasonably segregated. Pennsylvania Code 37.59
Rhode Island
Final engineering drawings, specifications, plats, and reports prepared by a registrant shall be, when issued, signed, dated, and stamped with his or her seal or facsimile of a seal. It is unlawful for an engineer to affix, or permit his or her seal or facsimile of a seal to be affixed, to any work of which the engineer has not been responsibly charged to any engineering drawings, specifications, plats, or reports after expiration of a certificate or for the purpose of aiding or abetting any other person to evade or attempt to evade any provision of this chapter. Final surveys, drawings, reports, plats, replats, plans, legal descriptions, and calculations prepared by a registrant shall, when issued, be signed, dated, and stamped with the seal or facsimile of a seal. It is unlawful for a land surveyor to affix, or permit his or her seal or facsimile of a seal to be affixed, to any survey, drawing, report, plan, legal descriptions, plat, replat, report, legal description or calculations after expiration of a certificate or for the purpose of aiding or abetting any other person to evade or attempt to evade any provisions of this chapter. It is unlawful for any person other than the registered land surveyor who has signed and sealed the survey, drawing, plan, plat, replat, report, legal description or calculations to modify, change, amend, add, or delete any data, information, lines, angles, or areas shown on the survey, drawing, plan, plat, replat, or report.  Rhode Island General Laws 5-8-14; 5-8.1-12  

South Carolina

The seal and signature of a licensee on a document constitutes a certification that the document was prepared by the licensee or under his direct supervision, and in the case of prototypical documents, that the licensee has reviewed the document in sufficient depth to fully coordinate and assume responsibility for plans prepared by another licensee. When sealing documents is required by statute, other authority or contract, each sheet of plans, drawings, documents, specifications and reports for engineering practice and of maps, plats, charts and reports for land surveying practice shall be sealed and signed by the licensee or permit holder preparing them, or in responsible charge of their preparation. Additions, deletions or other revisions to sealed documents shall not be made, unless such changes are sealed, dated and signed by the licensee who made the revisions or under whose directions and control said revisions were made.  South Carolina Code of Regulations 49-207 
South Dakota

Documents on which seal is required - All originals, copies, tracings, or other reproducibles of all final drawings, specifications, reports, plats, plans, land surveys, design information, and calculations prepared by the licensee or under the licensee's responsible charge when presented to a client or any public or governmental agency. A licensee may not review or check technical submissions of another licensed professional or unlicensed person and seal the documents as the licensee's own work. South Dakota Codified Laws 36-18A-45  

Tennessee

The engineer registrant shall stamp with the registrant's seal all original sheets of any bound set of plans and the first sheet of any specifications or reports prepared by the registrant or under the registrant's responsible charge. No architect, engineer or landscape architect shall affix the architect's, engineer's or landscape architect's seal or stamp to any document that has not been prepared by the architect, engineer or landscape architect or under the architect's, engineer's or landscape architect's responsibility. Land surveyor - Maps, plats, surveys or other documents issued by a registrant shall be stamped with the seal during the life of the registrant's certificate. Tennessee Code 62-2-306 and 62-18-119 
Texas

A plan, specification, plat, or report issued by a license holder for a project to be constructed or used in this state must include the license holder's seal placed on the document.  A license holder is not required to use a seal required by this section if the project is to be constructed or used in another state or country. A public official of the state or of a political subdivision of the state who is responsible for enforcing laws that affect the practice of engineering may accept a plan, specification, or other related document only if the plan, specification, or other document was prepared by an engineer, as evidenced by the engineer’s seal. Texas Occupations Code Title 6, Chapter 1001.401 and 402  
 
Utah
Any final plan, specification, and report prepared by, or under the supervision of, the professional engineer or professional structural engineer shall bear the seal of the professional engineer or professional structural engineer when submitted to a client, when filed with public authorities, or when submitted to a building official for the purpose of obtaining a building permit, even if the practice is exempt from licensure under Section 58-22-305.
Any final plan, map, sketch, survey, drawing, document, plat, and report shall bear the seal of the professional land surveyor licensed under this chapter when submitted to a client or when filed with public authorities. Utah Code Annotated 58-22-602   

Vermont

Plans, specifications, plats and reports issued by a professional engineer licensee shall be stamped with his seal and shall also be signed by the licensee. Vermont Statutes Annotated Title 26, Chapter 20, Subchapter 3, § 1188. Each licensed land surveyor shall procure a personal seal in a form approved by the board.  The surveyor shall affix the surveyor's signature and seal together with a certification statement as to the nature of the survey work upon all completed maps, plats, surveys or other documents before delivery thereof to any client or before any map, plat, survey or other document is offered for filing at the office of the town clerk or any other proper authority.  The certification statement shall clearly set forth what information was used as the basis of the survey and shall indicate that the survey work identified thereon is consistent with this information. Vermont Statutes Title 26, Chapter 45, Subchapter 3 § 2596  
Virginia
The application of a professional seal shall indicate that the professional has exercised direct control and personal supervision over the work to which it is affixed. An appropriately licensed or certified professional shall apply a seal to final and complete original cover sheets of plans, drawings, plats, technical reports and specifications and to each original sheet of plans, drawings or plats, prepared by the professional or someone under his direct control and personal supervision. The seal of each professional responsible for each profession shall be used and shall be on each document that was prepared under the professional's direction and for which that professional is responsible. 18 Virginia Administrative Code 10-20-760  

Washington

Each registrant hereunder shall upon registration obtain a seal of the design authorized by the board, bearing the registrant's name and the legend "registered professional engineer" or "registered land surveyor". Plans, specifications, plats and reports prepared by the registrant shall be signed, dated, and stamped with said seal or facsimile thereof. Such signature and stamping shall constitute a certification by the registrant that the same was prepared by or under his or her direct supervision and that to his or her knowledge and belief the same was prepared in accordance with the requirements of the statute. Revised Code of Washington 18.43.070  
West Virginia
Whenever presented to a client or any public or governmental agency, the seal, signature and date shall be placed on all specifications, reports, drawings, plans, design information and calculations in accordance with rules promulgated by the board. The seal and signature shall be used by engineering registrants only when the work being stamped was under the registrant's complete direction and control. West Virginia Code 30-13-16   All final survey documents prepared by a licensee or an endorsee shall be signed and stamped with the licensee's or the endorsee's seal or stamp, or an electronic signature, seal or stamp may be affixed. West Virginia Code 30-13A-19  
Wisconsin
No architect, landscape architect, professional engineer or designer may sign, seal or stamp any plans, drawings, documents, specifications or reports for architectural, landscape architectural, professional engineering or design practice which are not prepared by the registrant or under his or her personal direction and control. No land surveyor may sign, seal or stamp any maps, plats, charts, or reports for land surveying practice which are not prepared by the land surveyor or under his or her personal direction and control. Wisconsin Administrative Code A-E 8.10
Wyoming

The board shall adopt and prescribe seals for use of engineering and surveying registrants who hold valid certificates. Each seal shall bear the name of the registrant, shall state the profession in which he is permitted to practice and, in the case of engineering, the branch or branches of engineering in which he has demonstrated proficiency, and other data the board deems pertinent. Non-electronic plans, specifications, plats or reports prepared by a registrant or his bona fide employee shall be issued under his seal. Wyoming Code 33-29-129  

* This list does not contain all information relating to state sealing and stamping requirements but endeavors to include basic information and a cite to where more comprehensive information can be found. Anyone finding any errors in this information is asked to contact ebajer@acec.org.
