State by State Reciprocity Information for Engineers*
(With state statute citations)

Note: Applications to multiple states can be facilitated by submitting a form to the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES). (800) 250-3196. 
ALABAMA

The Board will grant licensure as a professional engineer or land surveyor to any applicant who holds a valid engineering or land surveying license issued in any other state or country providing the qualifications meet the requirements of Alabama statutes. Engineers who are legally qualified to practice in another state, and who have never had a registration revoked or invalidated, may obtain an interim permit to practice in Alabama. Alabama Code 34-11-4. Alabama Administrative Code r. 330-X-12-01. 

ALASKA
A person holding a certificate of registration authorizing the person to practice engineering in a state, territory, or possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country, that, in the opinion of the board meets the requirements of this chapter, based on verified evidence, may, upon application, be registered in accordance with regulations of the board. Alaska Administrative Code 08.48.191.
ARIZONA
The Board may register, without examination, applicants who hold valid certificates from other jurisdictions that have requirements satisfactory to the Board, or who have been actively engaged as registered professionals in another state or country for at least 10 years. Arizona Revised Statutes 32-126. 

ARKANSAS
The board in its discretion may waive examination of a person applying to be registered as an engineer or an engineer-intern if he or she is registered either as an engineer or an engineer-in-training or an engineer-intern by the registering authority of any state or territory or possession of the United States or of any foreign country, provided his or her qualifications at the time he or she was registered are not less than those provided in this chapter. Arkansas Code Annotated 17-30-302.
CALIFORNIA

California grants reciprocal licenses if the engineer holds a certificate of registration by any state or country whose qualifications meet the requirements that comply with California law and the rules of the Board. There are additional rules for evaluating structural engineers. Temporary registration may be obtained for up to 120 days for work on a single project. California Business and Professional Code 6759, 6760.
COLORADO

Colorado allows reciprocal licenses to be granted to out of state engineers if they are licensed in good standing in another jurisdiction requiring qualifications “substantially equivalent” to those required by Colorado law. Colorado has no provision for temporary licensing of engineers for projects of limited duration. Colorado Revised Statutes 12-25-114. 
CONNECTICUT

The Board is authorized to issue a license to practice engineering or land surveying to any individual who already possesses a license or registration from another jurisdiction whose standards are not lower than Connecticut’s. Connecticut General Statutes 20-304. 

DELAWARE

The Act provides for comity if statutory requirements are met. The Council may issue registration as a professional engineer to anyone validly certified as a professional engineer under another state. In addition, an engineer certified by NCEES may be registered by the Council. Temporary permits are available for a one year time period. 24 Delaware Code 2817.
DISTRICT of COLUMBIA

An engineer is eligible for reciprocity if they hold a license or registration from a state or territory of the U.S. the requirements and qualifications for which are “reasonably equivalent” to the Professional Engineer’s Registration Act. Reciprocity may also be granted with a certificate from NCEES. D.C. Code Annotated 2-2308. 

FLORIDA

Florida calls reciprocity “license by endorsement”. The Board may certify as qualified an applicant who holds a valid license to practice engineering issued by another state or territory if the criteria were substantially the same as the license criteria that existed in Florida at the time the license was issued. Florida Statutes  471.015.
GEORGIA

A professional engineer who holds a certificate of qualification or registration by NCEES or any state or territory may obtain a certificate of registration in Georgia provided the requirements under which the engineer was registered elsewhere do not conflict with Georgia’s requirements and the other jurisdictions requirements are not lower than Georgia’s or the certificate was issued before July 1956. Official Code of Georgia Annotated 43-15-16, 21.
HAWAII
A Hawaiian engineering license can be obtained without examination if the holder has an unexpired license issued by any jurisdiction, domestic or foreign, in which the requirements at the time the person was licensed are satisfactory to the Board. Hawaii Revised Statutes 464. 
IDAHO
Idaho issues registration to any person registered in another state who possesses the qualifications required in Idaho at the time their license was issued. For Idaho to recognize another state’s engineers, that state must also recognize Idaho’s substantially under the same conditions. Idaho Code 54-1219. 
ILLINOIS
The Department may, upon the recommendation of the Board, license as a professional engineer, on payment of the required fee, an applicant who is a professional engineer registered or licensed under the laws of another state or territory of the United States or the District of Columbia or parties to the North American Free Trade Agreement if the applicant qualifies under Section 10 of this Act, or if the qualifications of the applicant were at the time of registration or licensure in another jurisdiction substantially equal to the requirements in force in this State on that date. The Department may refuse to endorse by comity the applicants from any state, District of Columbia or territory if the requirements for registration or licensure in such jurisdiction are not substantially equal to the requirements of this Act. 225 Illinois Compiled Statutes 325/19 (from Ch. 111, par. 5219.
INDIANA

For reciprocity in Indiana, the criteria governing registration must be essentially the same regarding education and experience in the applicant’s home state as in Indiana. In determining qualifications Indiana will accept a certified record of NCEES. Indiana Code 25-31-1. 
IOWA

Engineers may receive a license in Iowa if they can show their original examination is still in active status and that they received their license by satisfying requirements equal to or more stringent than those in Iowa. Iowa Administrative Code r. 193C.
KANSAS
Anyone who holds a license or registration issued by the proper authority of any state may be exempted from the license examination in Kansas. The question of licensure by reciprocity is to be decided by the Board on a case-by-case basis. Reciprocity may also be granted by the Board to those who hold a certificate from NCEES or from the National Bureau of Engineering Registration. Kansas Statutes Annotated 74-7024.
KENTUCKY
Reciprocity can be awarded by the Board of Engineers to engineers licensed in other states and countries as long as the requirements for their original license are not lesser than Kentucky’s. Kentucky Revised Statutes Annotated 322.120.

LOUISIANA
Louisiana accepts registration from other states or territories as long as the requirements do not conflict with Louisiana’s laws and its standards of registration are not lower than Louisiana’s at the time the certificate was issued. Louisiana Revised Statutes Annotated 37:694.

MAINE
An applicant for licensure by endorsement or comity who provides proof that the applicant is a licensed professional engineer, in good standing, in another state, territory or possession of the United States, District of Columbia or any foreign country and whose qualifications meet the requirements of this chapter upon application may be licensed without further examination. To seek licensure under this paragraph, the applicant must be a graduate of an engineering curriculum approved by the engineering accreditation commission of the accreditation board for engineering and technology or of an equivalent engineering curriculum and have not less than 4 years of acceptable engineering experience after graduation and have been licensed by passing 16 hours of written examinations. Maine Revised Statutes 32-1352-A. 
MARYLAND
Maryland offers a limited license to out-of-state engineers who wish to perform a particular engineering task and can waive the examination requirement for those who hold a license from another state, country or territory that has requirements similar to those of Maryland. Maryland Code Annotated 14-311.
MASSACHUSETTS

A person registered as a professional engineer in another state or country who, in the opinion of the Engineering Board meets the qualifications to become an engineer in Massachusetts may be registered without examination. Individuals with certificates issued by NCEES and updated within five years may also become registered. Massachusetts General Laws c 112 – 81J. 
MICHIGAN
The state can issue a license to a person who has a registration issued by another state if their requirements are determined to be equivalent by the appropriate Michigan Board. A current certificate issued by NCEES is also eligible for license by comity. Michigan Comp. Laws 339.2013, 16025.
MINNESOTA
Any individual licensed in another state or country is entitled to a license for that design profession in Minnesota if the Board finds the licensing requirements of the state or country is equal to Minnesota’s. An individual can also submit a document from the national examination council for their respective profession. Minnesota Statutes 326.10.
MISSISSIPPI
Any person currently registered as a professional engineer with the proper authority of any other state or territory may be issued a Mississippi certificate of registration provided they meet all the statutory requirements of Mississippi law. NCEES is considered a proper authority. Mississippi Code Annotated 72-13-35.
MISSOURI
The Board may issue a certificate of registration to any professional engineer who has been registered in another state, territory or possession or in another country provided that the applicants qualifications are at least equal to Missouri’s at the time of the applicant’s initial registration. Missouri Revised Statutes 327.381.
MONTANA

A person holding a certificate of registration to engage in the practice of engineering issued by another state or foreign country that does not conflict with and is not lower than Montana’s requirements may apply for registration. A person holding a certificate from NCEES may also apply. Montana Code Annotated 37-67-303, 312.
NEBRASKA
A person holding a license to engage in the practice of engineering from another state may be registered without examination as long as those requirements are not lower than Nebraska’s and they do not conflict with Nebraska law. Nebraska Revised Statutes 81-3451.
NEVADA

The Board may issue a certificate of registration to any professional engineer who has been registered in another state, territory or possession or in another country if the requirements under which the registration was issued are not lower than and do not conflict with Nevada law. Nevada Revised Statutes 625.220.
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Applicants who are licensed or registered in another state with substantially equivalent or higher standards than New Hampshire may apply for a temporary license. Applicants certified by NCEES may apply for licensure by having their record sent to the Board of Engineers. New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated 310-A-19.
NEW JERSEY

The Board may accept a certificate of registration issued by any state or country as evidence that the applicant is qualified for registration as a professional engineer. However, the requirements by the issuing entity must be comparable to New Jersey’s requirements. New Jersey Statutes Annotated 45:8-35.
NEW MEXICO

An applicant may be registered by endorsement if they are registered as an engineer in another state or in the District of Columbia, provided the standards for registration in that other state equals or exceeds the registration standards of New Mexico and does not otherwise conflict with New Mexico law. New Mexico Statutes Annotated 61-23-14.1.

NEW YORK
The Education Department may issue limited permits that allow nonresidents professional engineers, legally qualified to practice in their own state, to perform engineering services in New York for a specified period. Engineers who hold licenses in other states may apply to the Board for admission by reciprocity. The Board may waive specific requirements for those who are established and recognized in the engineering profession and have practiced for at least 15 years. New York Education Law 7200-7209.
NORTH CAROLINA

An out-of-state engineer may apply to the Board for registration by comity if that engineer holds a comparable license from another jurisdiction or holds a certificate issued by NCEES. North Carolina General Statutes 89C-13. 
NORTH DAKOTA

An applicant can be allowed to register as a professional engineer without taking an examination if they hold a certificate of registration in a state or country that has comparable qualifications to North Dakota or obtains a certificate of qualification from the National Bureau of engineering registration. North Dakota Cent. Code 43-19.1.
OHIO

An individual who is registered in another state, presuming that state’s requirements are at least equal to Ohio’s, will be required to pass a four hour professional examination devoted to the laws and practice of engineering unique to Ohio. Ohio Administrative Code 4733-13-01. 
OKLAHOMA

An applicant who holds a valid certificate from another jurisdiction may be registered without further examination. However, the requirements of the applicants jurisdiction must not conflict with, or be less than, Oklahoma’s. Applicants registering by comity or endorsement must be in good standing in their jurisdiction and submit five character witnesses. Oklahoma Statutes 59, 475.12&15. 
OREGON

Registration requirements in Oregon do not apply if the individual, firm, partnership or corporation holds a certificate of registration to engage in the practice of professional engineering or land surveying issued by the proper authority of any other state, a territory or possession of the United States, or a foreign country. The applicant must include a written statement that they are not registered to practice engineering or land surveying in the State of Oregon, but will comply with ORS 672.002 to 672.325 by having a person holding a valid certificate of registration in this state in responsible charge of the work prior to performing any engineering or land surveying work within this state. Oregon Revised Statutes 672.060(9).

PENNSYLVANIA

An engineer can obtain a Pennsylvania professional engineering license who holds a valid license from another state and that state’s requirements are at least equal to Pennsylvania’s requirements and that state issues licenses to engineers who hold Pennsylvania licenses. Temporary licenses are also available. 63 Pennsylvania Statutes Annotated 149. 
RHODE ISLAND
Rhode Island recognizes engineering registrations from any state, territory or possession or any foreign country as long as the qualifications meet Rhode Island’s licensing requirements. NCEES certificates are also accepted. Rhode Island General Laws 5-8-11.
SOUTH CAROLINA
A person who holds a certificate of registration to engage in the practice of engineering or surveying issued on comparable qualifications from a state, territory, or possession of the United States, or of a foreign country, must be given comity consideration. The applicant is required to take such examinations as the board considers necessary to establish that his qualifications meet the requirements of this chapter and the regulations promulgated by the board. South Carolina Code Annotated 40-22-230.
SOUTH DAKOTA

Comity licensure. The board may give comity consideration to any person who holds a current and valid license issued to that person for active practice by the proper authority in any state or territory of the United States, the District of Columbia, or any foreign country, based on requirements that do not conflict with the provisions of this chapter and were of a standard not lower than that specified in the applicable licensure act in effect in this state at the time such license was issued. An applicant may be required to take examinations as the board deems necessary to determine the applicant's competency. South Dakota Codified Laws 36-18A-35. 
TENNESSEE
The Board may issue a certificate to anyone who holds a valid certificate issued by another state, territory or country. The Board must find their qualifications meet the requirements for registration in Tennessee. Tennessee Code Annotated 62-2-304.
TEXAS
A person who holds a valid engineering license in another state, territory or possession of the United States, the District of Columbia or any foreign country may apply for registration in Texas. Applicants must be registered and in good standing in the state in which they are practicing and must have met the education and experience requirements under Texas law at the time they were granted a license in another state. 22 Texas Administrative Code 131.55 (West 1977).
UTAH

The state may issue a professional engineer’s license without examination to any person currently licensed in another jurisdiction in the United States who submits evidence of license in good standing in another jurisdiction recognized by the state, who passes an examination and who has been employed full time as an engineer for five of the seven years immediately preceding the application. Utah Code Annotated 58-22-302.
VERMONT
Without examination, a license and specialty certification, or an additional specialty certification shall be issued to a person who is licensed as a professional engineer under the laws of another state or country, whose requirements the board deems to be substantially equivalent to those of this state. Vermont Statutes 1182(f).
VIRGINIA

A licensed professional engineer from another state, territory or possession of the United States, Canada or the District of Columbia may be licensed by comity in Virginia provided the other states requirements do not conflict and are at least as vigorous as Virginia’s requirements. Virginia Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Landscape Architects Rules and Regulations 4.12. 
WASHINGTON

The Board may issue a certificate of registration as a professional engineer to any person who holds a registration in any state of the United States provided the requirements of that state meet those of Washington law and the applicant is in good standing in their state. Revised Code of Washington 18.43.100. 
WEST VIRGINIA

An individual registered as a professional engineer in another state, the District of Columbia or a foreign nation having registration requirements similar to but not lower than West Virginia’s, may be registered without examination. Holders of NCEES certificates may also register without examination. West Virginia Code 30-13-13. 
WISCONSIN
The examining board may, upon application and the payment of the required fee, grant a certificate of registration as an architect, as a landscape architect or as a professional engineer to any person who holds an unexpired certificate of similar registration issued to the person by the proper authority in any state or territory or possession of the United States or in any country in which the requirements for the registration of architects, landscape architects or professional engineers are of a standard not lower than specified in this chapter. The Board may also grant registration to holders of certificates from NCEES. Wisconsin Statutes 443-10. 
WYOMING
Wyoming recognizes reciprocity with other states for engineers if the engineer holds a valid certificate of registration issued by a state whose requirements for registration are substantially similar to those in Wyoming. Wyoming Statutes 33-29-130.

* This is a summary of state reciprocity requirements and not meant to be totally inclusive of all requirements.
