Doing Business across State Lines
Corporations, Limited Liability Corporations (LLC) or other business entities formed in one state are permitted do business in another state. However, a business may be required to file for a Foreign Qualification or obtain a Certificate of Authority to do business in another state. A Certificate of Authority is separate from an engineering registration. Some states allow temporary qualification, some don’t.
The information contained herein is meant to be a reference and summary of basic requirements and not a comprehensive and complete list. It does not contain all requirements but is intended as a starting point for firms looking to transact business across state lines.   If you are aware of any differences, changes or additions to what is listed below please email ebajer@acec.org. 

State laws, almost all of which are available online on state websites, should be reviewed for detailed requirements. The Secretary of State’s office is generally responsible for business registrations. 
ALABAMA

The practice of engineering is permitted through a corporation partnership or firm. It must obtain a Certificate of Authorization from the Board. To be eligible for a Certificate of Authorization the firm, partnership or corporation must have a resident registered engineer or land surveyor in responsible charge in each office where engineering or land surveying are performed and can be the resident licensee at only one place of business at one time. Alabama Code 34-11-9, Alabama Administrative Code r. 330-X-15-.01
ALASKA

A corporation may offer engineering services in Alaska if it designates in writing the persons who are responsible and who hold certificates of registration pursuant to Alaska statutes. The corporation needs to file an application for a certificate of authorization to enable the Board to determine whether the firm is qualified to offer engineering services. Alaska Statutes 08.48.241
ARIZONA
An Application for Authority to Conduct Affairs is needed from the Arizona Corporation Commission. No firm or corporation may engage in any of these professions (engineering) unless the work is under the full authority and responsible charge of a registrant who is a principal of the firm or officer of the corporation. Public works of the state and its subdivisions must be done under the personal direction of a registrant under this statute. Arizona Revised Statutes 10- 15 & 18; 32-141 & 142.
ARKANSAS

A corporation must file an application with the Board for a certificate of authorization to perform engineering services in Arkansas. The corporation may practice engineering provided one of the owners or incorporators is a professional engineer and the practice of engineering is conducted under the supervision of a professional engineer. Arkansas Code Annotated 17-30-301, 303.
CALIFORNIA
A foreign (out of state or country) corporation transacting intrastate business in the State of California must obtain a certificate of qualification from the Secretary of State. Corporations that wish to practice in California must register with the Board. The application must contain the name of the engineer who will be in responsible charge and physically present at the branch office in this state on a regular basis. A civil, electrical, or mechanical engineer currently licensed in this state must be an owner, partner, or officer in charge of the engineering practice of the business. California Corporations Code 2105, 100-195; California Business & Professional Code 6738.

COLORADO
A foreign entity may receive authorization to transact business in Colorado by filing a Statement of Foreign Entity Authority with the Colorado Secretary of State. Entities that may practice are: individuals, partners, joint stock associations, limited liability partnerships, limited liability companies or corporations. In the case of the practice of engineering through a joint stock association, limited liability company, or corporation, engineering services or work involving the practice of engineering may be offered through them if the person in responsible charge of the engineering activities of the joint stock association, limited liability company, or corporation is a professional licensed engineer. All engineering plans, designs, drawings, specifications, or reports that are involved in such practice, issued by or for such joint stock association, limited liability company, or corporation, shall bear the seal and signature of a professional engineer in responsible charge of, and directly responsible for, such engineering work when issued. Colorado Revised Statutes 12-25-104.
CONNECTICUT

A corporation must file an application for certificate of authority with the Secretary of State. Corporations, limited liability companies and partnerships may practice engineering as long as a material part of the business is engineering or land surveying, personnel are duly licensed, the entity is issued a certificate of registration, all final drawings, specifications etc bear the seal of who prepared them and the entity designates a duly licensed individual to be in charge of engineering or land surveying in Connecticut. Connecticut General Statutes 33, 20-306a. 
DELAWARE
Corporations or partnerships that wish to practice engineering in Delaware must register with the Council and possess a certificate of authorization. One of the officers, who must be a registered professional engineer, must be designated the person in charge of engineering activities and decisions. Delaware Code Title 24 Chapter 28 2821.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

To practice in D.C. professional engineers must obtain a certificate of authority and be registered with the Occupational and Professional Licensing Administration of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs. A partnership or corporation may hold itself out as practicing engineering if all of the partners or all of the shareholders are registered to practice in D.C. D.C. Code 29-414; D.C. Code Annotated 2-2301-18.
FLORIDA

A certificate of authorization from the Florida Department of State is required to transact business in Florida. The application for a certificate of authorization must be accompanied by a certificate of existence issued by the state of the corporations original incorporation. One or more of the principal officers of the business organization must be a professional registered engineer. Florida Statutes 607.1501;  471.023.
GEORGIA

A foreign corporation, to do business in Georgia, may apply to the Secretary of State for a certificate of authority. The offer to practice engineering by any entity is permitted providing the organization has been issued a certificate of authorization by the Board. To obtain a certificate a corporation must furnish to the Board the names and addresses of the officers and board members of the corporation including the principal officers registered to practice professional engineering and those in responsible charge. Official Code of Georgia Annotated 14-2-1503; 43-15-23.
HAWAII

A certificate of authority is required to transact business in Hawaii. A corporation or co-partnership may engage in the practice of professional engineering provided the person directly in charge is duly licensed under Hawaii’s statutes and that the name of such person has been filed with Hawaii’s Licensing Board. Hawaii Revised Statutes 414-431, 464.
IDAHO

Corporations may engage in the practice of engineering provided those who act on behalf of the organization are registered and the corporation has been issued a certificate of authorization by the Board. Submission of an application describing the services to be offered and designating a registered engineer in charge is a prerequisite to obtaining a certificate. Idaho Code 54-1235.
ILLINOIS

Corporations are required to obtain a certificate of authority from the Secretary of State. Firms also must register with the Department of Professional Regulation prior to practicing engineering in Illinois. It must supply, among other things, a certified copy of a resolution of the firm’s board of directors designating a member of the board as the managing agent in charge of engineering activities. Illinois Compiled Statutes Annotated 805 5/13.05. Illinois Administrative Code 68 1480.200.
INDIANA
A foreign corporation may not transact business in Indiana until it obtains a certificate of authority from the secretary of state. A business, including a proprietorship, partnership, or corporation, doing business in Indiana may not practice or offer to practice engineering unless that practice is carried on under the responsible direction and supervision of a registered professional engineer who is a full-time employee of the business. All plans, sheets of designs, specifications, reports, studies, or other engineering documents that require certification and are prepared by the personnel of a business must carry the signature and seal of the registered professional engineer who is in responsible charge of the professional engineering work. Indiana Code 23-1-49-1; 25-31-1-27.
IOWA

The Secretary of State issues certificates of authority to do business in Iowa for foreign corporations. There is no requirement of what type of business entity can be used. However the entity must be owned or managed by one or more licensed professional engineers. Iowa Administrative Code 721-1.2; 193C-4.7.
KANSAS

Corporations must have a certificate of authorization issued by the Board. In addition the corporation must have an officer who is a licensed engineer and designated responsible for engineering activities and decisions. Kansas Statutes Annotated 74-7036.
KENTUCKY
A corporation will be issued a certificate of authorization by the Board of Engineers if at least one principal, officer or full time employee is a registered engineer in Kentucky. Kentucky Revised Statutes Annotated 322.060.

LOUISIANA
A firm must be registered with the Board before it may provide professional engineering or land surveying services. Services provided must under the direct supervision of a professional engineer duly registered in Louisiana and designated by the firm as supervising professional. Louisiana Revised Statutes Annotated 37.682; 46 Louisiana Administrative Code Part LXI 501.
MAINE

A foreign corporation may not transact business in this State until the foreign corporation files an application for authority to transact business with the Secretary of State. A firm, co-partnership, corporation, or joint stock association may engage in professional engineering provided the practice is only by professional engineers. There is no requirement that the entity be registered. Maine Revised Statutes 13-1501; 32-1253.
MARYLAND

A foreign corporation desiring to transact business in Maryland must file a certificate of qualification with the Department of Assessments and Taxation. A professional engineer may practice engineering through a corporation as an officer, employee or agent or through a limited liability company as an employee or agent or partnership. Maryland Code Annotated 7-203, 204; 14-401.
MASSACHUSETTS
An out-of-state corporation, in order to do business in Massachusetts, must register with the Secretary of the Commonwealth and submit a certificate of registration accompanied by a certificate of existence or good standing from the state in which it was originally incorporated.  It also must be a corporation in its state of origination. Business entities permitted in Massachusetts are sole proprietorships, partnerships, corporations or joint stock associations; the state now also allows limited liability entities. The person in charge must be a professional engineer. Massachusetts General Laws 112-81; 156A-7, 17; 156D-15.03. 
MICHIGAN

Upon filing of the application the administrator shall issue to the foreign corporation a certificate of authority to transact business in this state. The authority continues as long as the corporation retains its authority to transact such business in the jurisdiction of its incorporation  A firm may engage in the practice of architecture, professional engineering, or professional surveying in this state, if not less than 2/3 of the principals of the firm are licensees. Michigan Compiled Laws 450.2016; 339.2010.
MINNESOTA

Foreign Corporations may register with the Secretary of State by filing A Certificate of Authority to Transact Business in Minnesota.  A recent certificate of good standing (or existence), issued by the home jurisdiction and dated within 90 days of filing with this office, is also required. The filing fee for a foreign business or cooperative corporation is $225.00.  Minnesota Statutes 303.06
MISSISSIPPI

A foreign corporation may apply for a certificate of authority to transact business in Mississippi by delivering an application to the Secretary of State with the following information – name of foreign corporation, name of state under whose law it was incorporated, date of incorporation, address of principal office and names and addresses of current directors and officers. A valid certificate of registration is required for any person performing work as a professional engineer either individually or on behalf of a firm or corporation. Mississippi Code Annotated 79-4-15.3
MISSOURI

Foreign corporations "transacting business" in Missouri must first register with the Secretary of State. Because a foreign corporation has already filed its articles of incorporation in another jurisdiction, it does not file articles of incorporation in Missouri; instead, it obtains a certificate of authority to do business in Missouri. There is a fee of $155 to obtain a certificate of authority. The application must be accompanied by a certificate from the Secretary of State or other equivalent office of the jurisdiction where the foreign corporation is incorporated stating that the corporation is an existing corporation and is in good standing. The certificate must not be more than 60 days old. Missouri Revised Statutes 351; 327.401
MONTANA

A foreign corporation must procure a certificate of authority, to transact business or conduct affairs from the Secretary of State before transacting any business.  A firm, partnership or corporation can engage in the practice of engineering if any member of the entity is a professional engineer registered in Montana. Montana Code Annotated 35-1-1026; 35-2-820; 37-67-320. 
NEBRASKA

Foreign corporations wishing to do business in Nebraska must file a Certificate of Authority to Transact Business with the Secretary of State. It must be accompanied by a certificate in good standing from the state whose law the corporation was incorporated. Nebraska Revised Statutes 21-20,170. 
NEVADA

Before commencing or doing any business in this state every corporation (for profit or nonprofit) organized pursuant to the laws of another state, territory, the District of Columbia, a dependency of the United States or a foreign country, must file in the Office of the Secretary of State an application of Qualification to do Business plus:

• A certificate of corporate existence issued not more than 90 days before the date of filing in Nevada by an authorized officer of the jurisdiction of its incorporation.

• A file stamped copy of the document most recently filed by the corporation in its home jurisdiction verifying the total authorized stock. If the application is for a nonprofit, non-stock corporation, provide official verification. A business entity engaged in professional engineering shall have at least one professional engineer at each place of business where engineering work is performed. Nevada Revised Statutes 80; 625.240. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE
A foreign corporation may apply for a certificate of authority to transact business in this state by delivering an application to the secretary of state for filing The foreign corporation shall deliver with the completed application a certificate of existence (or document of similar import) duly authorized by the secretary of state or other official having custody of corporate records in the state or country under whose law it is incorporated, issued not more than 60 days before the application is received by the secretary of state. The Board will issue a certificate of authorization to businesses that file the required application form to the Board. An engineering certificate can be obtained under certain conditions – one of the principals is designated responsible for the business, all personnel who act as engineers are licensed and registered in Hew Hampshire and the business has been issued a certificate of authorization. New Hampshire Business Corporation Act 293-A: 15.03; New Hampshire Revised Statutes 310-A-20.
NEW JERSEY

The Board may issue a certificate of authorization to offer professional engineering services. The application must include the name and address of the corporation and branch offices and the names and addresses of all of the officers who are in responsible charge. The filing corporation must include a certificate in good standing from its home state. The engineering services may be a sole proprietorship, a partnership, or a professional service corporation. New Jersey Statutes 14A:17; 45:8. 
NEW MEXICO
To qualify as a foreign profit corporation to do business in New Mexico a corporation must file an application for certificate of authority with the Public Regulation Commission. It must include a certificate in good standing issued from the state where the corporation was originally incorporated. Practice may be in the form of an individual, partnership, joint stock association or corporation. A professional engineer must be in responsible charge. New Mexico Statutes Annotated 53-17-5; 61-23-21. 
NEW YORK

A foreign business corporation may apply for authority to do business in New York by filing an Application for Authority pursuant to section 1304 of the Business Corporation Law. Attached to the application must be a Certificate of Existence from the jurisdiction of original incorporation. A professional corporation, within the meaning of New York law, section 1501(b) and occupations designated in Title 8 of the Education Law, must also apply for an Application of Authority pursuant to section 1530 of the Business Corporation Law. A Certificate of Existence from the jurisdiction of original incorporation is also required. In addition, a Certificate of Good Standing from the appropriate Appellate Division or a Certificate of Authority under seal of the New York Department of Education, Division of Professional Licensing Services must also be submitted. 
NORTH CAROLINA

A corporation may apply for a Certificate of Authority to transact business in North Carolina much as in other states. Engineers can practice in the form of individuals, partnerships, professional corporations and limited liability companies. North Carolina law requires at least two-thirds of company stock is owned by licensed engineers. North Carolina General Statutes 55-15-03; 55B-4&6.
NORTH DAKOTA

No foreign corporation may transact business in North Dakota or obtain any license or permit until the corporation has obtained a Certificate of Authority from the Secretary of State. The application must include a Certificate in Good Standing from the state of the corporation’s original incorporation. Engineers may practice as professional corporations, a limited liability company or a professional limited liability partnership. North Dakota Century Code 10-19.1; 10-31.
OHIO
No foreign corporation shall exercise its corporate privileges in Ohio until it has first procured from the Secretary of State a certificate authorizing it to do so. It shall also furnish to the state a certificate of good standing from the state of its initial incorporation. Engineering may be practiced by a firm, partnership, limited liability company or corporation. The entity must be more than fifty per cent owned by professional engineers. Ohio Revised Code 4733.16.
OKLAHOMA

A certificate of qualification must be filed with the Oklahoma Secretary of State to qualify to do business in Oklahoma. It must be accompanied by a certificate of good standing from state in which the corporation was originally incorporated. Firms can be organized in any number of ways and engineers may form a professional corporation. Oklahoma General Corporation Act 1130; Oklahoma Statutes 18-803; 59-475.
OREGON

A foreign corporation may not transact business in Oregon until it has been authorized to do so by the Corporation Division, Business Registry. It must file an Application for Authority to Transact Business-Business/Professional with the Secretary of State. It must also file a certificate of existence from the state of its original incorporation. Every firm must have a resident registered professional engineer. Oregon Revised Statutes 60-707; Oregon Administrative Rules 820-10-616. 
PENNSYLVANIA

Generally, foreign corporations may not do business in Pennsylvania without receiving a Certificate of Authority from the Secretary of the Commonwealth. To receive a Certificate of Authority, a foreign corporation must file form DSCB:15-4124/6124  accompanied by a docketing statement. 15 Pennsylvania Code 41-24. It is unlawful for a firm to engage in engineering unless directing heads and employees of such firm or corporation in responsible charge of its activities in the practice of such profession are licensed and registered. 63 Pennsylvania Statutes 153. 
RHODE ISLAND

In order to procure a certificate of authority to transact business in this state, a foreign corporation shall make application therefore by filing, in duplicate original, an Application for Certificate of Authority (Form No. 150) with the Office of the Secretary of State, Corporations Division. If the corporation is engaged in the practice of engineering pursuant to Section 5-8-24 of the General Laws, evidence of a current certificate of authorization issued by the State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers must be filed with the Secretary of State upon qualification. Rhode Island General Laws 5-8-24.
SOUTH CAROLINA  

Before considered qualified to practice engineering a firm must have a certificate of authority. A foreign corporation may not transact business in South Carolina until it obtains a certificate of authority from the Secretary of State. Included with the application should be a certificate of existence issued by the state in which the corporation was first incorporated. South Carolina Code 33-15-103
SOUTH DAKOTA

A foreign corporation may apply for a certificate of authority to transact business in South Dakota by application to the Secretary of State. The application must be accompanied by a certificate of existence or similar document authenticated by the secretary of state from the state of the corporation’s original incorporation. The business structure may take any legal form including a limited liability company. Anyone in responsible charge must be a licensed engineer in South Dakota. South Dakota Codified Laws 36-18A-47.
TENNESSEE

A foreign corporation must apply for a certificate of authority to transact business in Tennessee. The application must be accompanied by a certificate of existence or similar document authenticated by the secretary of state from the state of the corporation’s original incorporation. Any corporation, firm or partnership must have a registered engineer at each place of business in the state. Tennessee Business Corporation Act 48-25-103; Tennessee Code Annotated 62-2-601. 
TEXAS

To transact business in Texas, a foreign entity must register with the secretary of state under chapter 9 of the Texas Business Organization Code. It must be verified that the entity is a valid corporation under the laws of the jurisdiction of its formation. Separate forms for registration are required for a for-profit corporation, a professional corporation, a limited liability company, a professional limited liability company, a limited partnership, a limited liability partnership etc. The business entity must have a legitimate relationship with a licensed professional engineer.  Texas Business Organization Code 9.001; Texas Administrative Code 131.162. A business entity may register under section 1001.405 of the Texas Engineering Practice Act by filing an application with the Texas Board of Professional Engineers.
UTAH

A foreign corporation needs to file an application for authority to conduct affairs to do business in Utah. Attached to it must be a certificate of good standing/existence from the corporation’s state of incorporation. A firm must employ a licensed engineer who has primary responsibility for the firm’s engineering practice. Utah Code Annotated 58-22-305;16-10A-1503.
VERMONT
A foreign professional corporation may not transact business in this state until it obtains a certificate of authority from the secretary of state. A corporation created after July 1, 1984, or a limited liability company, completely or in part for the practice of engineering shall incorporate as a professional corporation, or organize as a professional limited liability company. Vermont Statutes 11-860; 26-1186.
VIRGINIA

A foreign professional corporation, organized under the laws of a jurisdiction other than the Commonwealth of Virginia to perform a professional service may apply for and obtain a certificate of authority to render such professional services in Virginia. The application must include the names and addresses of each stockholder who will be providing the professional service and whether they are duly licensed to perform their service in Virginia. Virginia Code 13.1-543; 13.1-544.2 
WASHINGTON

A foreign corporation may not transact business in this state until it obtains a certificate of authority from the secretary of state. Professional services corporations or limited liability companies must be wholly owned by licensed professionals. Revised Code of Washington 23B.15.030; 23B.15.010; 18.100.090.
WEST VIRGINIA

West Virginia requires a certificate of authority for a foreign corporation to conduct business. It must be accompanied by a certificate of existence from the state in which the corporation was incorporated. The person in direct control of the practice must be a registered professional engineer. West Virginia Business Corporation Act 31D-15-1501; West Virginia Code 30-13-17.
WISCONSIN

A certificate of authority is necessary to transact business in Wisconsin. It needs to be accompanied by a certificate of status or similar document from the state in which it is incorporated. Only Wisconsin registered professionals may practice through an entity granted a certificate of authorization. Wisconsin Statutes 180.1501; 443.08. 
WYOMING

A foreign corporation needs a certificate of authority from the secretary of state to transact business in Wyoming. Attached to the application for the certificate should be a certificate of existence or similar document from the state in which the applicant corporation was incorporated. The corporation must supply the names of individuals who are registered in Wyoming and in charge of the practice.  Wyoming Statutes 17-16-1503; 33-29-134. 
